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Governor Declares State of Emergency 

Due to Federal Suspension of SNAP 

Benefits 

State Accelerates Delivery of $42.5M in Food & Hunger Grants; 

Governor Creates Task Force on Suspension of SNAP Benefits 

 

Governor Phil Murphy declared a State of Emergency effective Nov. 1 due to the 

suspension of federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits 

by the Trump Administration. 

 

The Executive Order also establishes a coordinated statewide response to 

ensure food access for vulnerable residents by empowering state agencies to 

take emergency actions to protect public health and welfare. 

 

More than 800,000 New Jerseyans rely on SNAP to meet their basic nutritional 

needs. Of the 800,000, almost half are children, one in three are individuals 

with a disability, and one in five are over the age of 60 years. A lapse in SNAP 

benefits will make it difficult or impossible for these residents to obtain 

nutritional assistance and, as a result, they may go hungry and experience 

additional adverse health outcomes. 

 

“With more than 800,000 New Jerseyans relying on SNAP to put food on the 

table, the Trump Administration’s decision to suspend benefits has created a 

clear and present threat to the health and safety of our residents,” Governor 

Murphy said. “We will not stand by while families face hunger. That is why our 

state will mobilize every available resource to strengthen our food access 
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networks banks, protect vulnerable communities, and ensure that every 

resident has access to the meals they need.” 

 

Human Services' Division of Family Development 

has advised recipients that:  

 SNAP benefits loaded on their Families First EBT card before October 

31 will remain available for use after November 1. 

 SNAP food assistance recipients should check their account at 

NJFamiliesFirst.com or by calling 800-997-3333 before buying groceries. 

 If there are SNAP benefits in a NJ FamiliesFirst account, those benefits 

will be available for use. 

 Because November SNAP benefits are not available as a result of a 

federal shutdown, fair hearings will not be scheduled.  

 SNAP applications and recertifications are being processed, so residents 

should continue to submit requested information to ensure they get 

benefits when federal SNAP funding becomes available. 

“We are deeply concerned by the risk this federal decision poses to New Jersey 

households who rely on SNAP,” Commissioner Sarah Adelman said. “We 

understand the anxiety and uncertainty this situation creates for families and 

communities. We are continuously monitoring developments and will keep 

residents informed to the fullest extent possible.” 

  

Visit njsnap.gov for updates. 

  

Locate food pantries and community 

kitchens via NJ 211 here. Click on "Food" to find nearby food 

pantries and community kitchens. 
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Governor Murphy, Senate President Nick Scutari, and Assembly Speaker Craig 

Coughlin also announced that the state is accelerating the delivery of $42.5 

million in food and hunger grants to food banks. 

  

"In New Jersey, we will continue to coordinate across government and with our 

partners on the ground as we navigate the fallout from the federal government’s 

failure to act in the best interest of the American people," Governor Murphy 

said. 

 

"Accelerating the delivery of grants to emergency food organizations in our 

local communities will help alleviate this food crisis," Senate President Scutari 

said. "We are stepping forward to support the organizations and individuals 

who are working selflessly to prevent our fellow residents from going hungry.” 

 

  “In moments like this, we all have a responsibility to step up and do our part to 

ensure no one goes hungry," Assembly Speaker Coughlin said. "I urge our 

leaders in Washington to act swiftly to restore this funding and to end this 

uncertainty for the hundreds of thousands of families who rely on SNAP to put 

food on the table.” 

  

“This funding emergency has a real impact on neighbors, friends and loved 

ones across New Jersey and we thank the community food organizations for 

their partnership and commitment to help New Jerseyans through this 

emergency,” Commissioner Adelman said. 
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Meanwhile, Governor Murphy signed an Executive Order establishing the Task 

Force on the Federal Suspension of SNAP Benefits. The Task Force will be 

responsible for coordinating New Jersey’s response to the acute food insecurity 

crisis caused by the federal government shutdown and the unprecedented 

suspension of SNAP benefits. 

 

“The Trump Administration’s decision to suspend SNAP funding as the 

government shutdown drags on is both unethical and illegal. It will have a 

disastrous impact on hundreds of thousands of New Jerseyans who will go 

hungry without their benefits, and our most vulnerable communities – including 

our children, seniors, and residents with disabilities – will be hit the 

hardest,” Governor Murphy said. “While I am continuing to call on President 

Trump and Washington Republicans for a swift resolution to this entirely 

avoidable food insecurity crisis, today's Executive Order ensures New Jersey is 

mobilizing to mitigate harm to our residents.” 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/state.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2adbde823490b67efa7d8c9&id=487da1abfc&e=31f4a67f71__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!I5kB8L12B8TZB4C0ntWhGl5PEv-WgjK_K30uYXrNKJnwR2g87obwnRiyoi9KKFmZ_FqBuW5xsxtg7yq6idX581NR1cv3rvXZ6e0k5hqcuSVIkA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/state.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2adbde823490b67efa7d8c9&id=dc1f75f551&e=31f4a67f71__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!I5kB8L12B8TZB4C0ntWhGl5PEv-WgjK_K30uYXrNKJnwR2g87obwnRiyoi9KKFmZ_FqBuW5xsxtg7yq6idX581NR1cv3rvXZ6e0k5hrniuuA0w$


  

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/state.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2adbde823490b67efa7d8c9&id=3033d7a834&e=31f4a67f71__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!I5kB8L12B8TZB4C0ntWhGl5PEv-WgjK_K30uYXrNKJnwR2g87obwnRiyoi9KKFmZ_FqBuW5xsxtg7yq6idX581NR1cv3rvXZ6e0k5hrM2OTQ3Q$


 

Who Will Be Impacted Most? 

 

 

 

 

SNAP food assistance will not go out on November 1. 

This is who will be impacted most. 

Visit njsnap.gov to stay updated. 
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See How SNAP Supports New Jersey 

Families, Business and Economy 
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A message in American Sign Language (ASL) on SNAP 

benefits from the Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing.  

Click below to watch. 
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Deputy Commissioner for Social Services Michael J. Wilson 

joined U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman to inform people about 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits 

not going to individuals on November 1st 

because of the federal government shutdown. 

Visit NJSNAP.gov for updated information. 
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I Choose Home NJ Marks 5,000th  

Individual Moving Back Home 

I Choose Home NJ achieved a significant milestone recently, marking its 

5,000th time helping a person leave an institution and move back to their 

community. 

 Since its inception in July 2008 the program has generated more than $48 

million in savings. On average, I Choose Home NJ has placed more than one 

person in the community every day for the past five years. The program is on 

track to help move 480 people home in 2025. 

 “Reaching 5,000 transitions is more than a number - it’s 5,000 lives changed 

for the better,” Commissioner Sarah Adelman said. “I Choose Home NJ 

enables individuals to not only live successfully where they feel most at home, 

but to actively participate in the lives of their family and friends and contribute to 

their communities. I Choose Home NJ embodies our commitment to dignity, 

independence, and person-centered care. Funding for this program comes from 

Money Follows the Person, which remains essential to helping people build 

fuller, more connected lives.” 

“Many nursing homes in New Jersey are too big,” said Laurie Facciarossa 

Brewer, New Jersey’s Long-Term Care Ombudsman. “They’re laid out like 

hospitals. They’re often understaffed. Most people would not choose to live in a 



 

nursing home, and many of them don’t need that level of care. I Choose Home 

NJ gives people in institutions a path to a better life and helps to expand home- 

and community-based services for everyone.” 

I Choose Home NJ can assist current nursing home residents who are eligible 

for Medicaid and have lived in the nursing home for 60 days or more. 

People who are interested can call 1-855-HOME 005 or 

visit ichoosehome.nj.gov to learn more about the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured (left to right): Stacey Flanagan, Jersey City Director of Health and Human Services; Alex Richter, 

Executive Director and Head of SciTech Scity Innovation Hub; Dana Klar, Chief of Staff, Northeast 

Region, RWJBarnabas Health; Commissioner Sarah Adelman; Paul Hoffman, President and CEO, Liberty 

Science Center; Hannah Katz, Senior Director, SciTech Scity Innovation Hub 

 

World Economic Forum Honors Liberty Science 

Center’s SciTech Scity Healthcare Innovation Engine with 
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2025 Public-Private Collaboration Award 

  

The World Economic Forum (WEF) has awarded its prestigious 2025 Public-

Private Collaboration Award to the Healthcare Innovation Engine, a flagship 

initiative of SciTech Scity, Liberty Science Center’s 30-acre innovation campus 

currently under development in Jersey City. 

  

“For more than thirty years, Liberty Science Center has stood as a proud 

symbol of New Jersey’s pioneering legacy in science and innovation. Its work 

through SciTech Scity’s Healthcare Innovation Engine embodies the innovative 

spirit of our state, and this recognition by the World Economic Forum is a 

testament to its importance in promoting science innovation,” Governor Phil 

Murphy said. “The Healthcare Innovation Engine team is doing a tremendous 

job bringing together cross-sector partners, using science and technology to 

advance healthcare access for our residents.” 

  

“We are inspired by what the Engine is building: pilots that address chronic 

disease, maternal health, and post-hospital care,” Commissioner Sarah 

Adelman said. “These are not theoretical models. They are real solutions 

making a real difference. They demonstrate what’s possible when government, 

science, and industry align around a shared purpose New Jersey has always 

been a place of firsts – of discovery, invention, and progress. The Healthcare 

Innovation Engine continues that legacy, proving that when we center people 

and partnerships, innovation can truly serve the public good.” 

  

Read more HERE 
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Members of the Division of Developmental Disabilities' Self-Advocacy Advisory 

Committee were invited to teach a class for graduate students at Seton Hall 

University. The students, who are training to become Physician Assistants, had 

the opportunity to hear directly from self-advocates with lived experience 

navigating various healthcare systems. Carmelys, Amanda, Michael and Pam 

shared personal stories and insights that highlighted both challenges and 

successes in accessing care. Their stories underscored the importance of 

person-centered, respectful, and dignified support when working with adults 

with disabilities. 
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Staff and residents at developmental centers have been rolling up their sleeves 

for flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. Staying up-to-date on these important 

vaccines is crucial for health and well-being. Human Services encourages 

everyone to get their flu shot and discuss COVID-19 and other vaccinations 

with their medical provider. Commissioner Sarah Adelman and Deputy 

Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee  McGuire led by 

example by recently receiving their shots at the Woodbine Developmental 

Center clinic. 

 

 

 



  

 

  



  

 

 

The Division of Disability Service's Inclusive Healthy Communities 

program hosted an Inclusivity Summit at Brookdale Community College 

featuring sessions and workshops on themes such as arts inclusion, access 

to nature, and engaging immigrant communities. The summit was a 

chance for networking, collaboration and capacity building and included a 

keynote address from Valerie Fletcher from the Institute for 

Human Centered Design and remarks from Deputy Commissioner for 

Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire. 
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Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired Executive Director Dr. Bernice 

Davis joined the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey's (NFBNJ) 49th 

Annual State Convention to discuss how the Commission is making a 

difference in the lives of blind New Jerseyans. 

She was joined by NFBNJ President Linda Melendez. 

The Commission’s programs and services are designed to enable consumers 

to achieve full inclusion and integration in society through success in 

employment, independent living, and social self-sufficiency. 

Find more info HERE. 
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 New Jersey Human Services held its annual department-wide  

Breast Cancer Awareness Walk & Pink Out on October 8th.  

Divisions took lunch breaks to gather, take photos, and walk in 

support and in memory of those who battled this disease. 

To check out all of the photos, visit HERE. 
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Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire 

shared Human Services' vision for strong services and promoting equality for 

people with intellectual/developmental disabilities during the Community Options 

fall conference. The panel on the role of state government in shaping disability 

services included Timothy Hickman (TN) and Patricia Sastoque (MD), and was 

moderated by Community Options’ Sukaina Barlas. 
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Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire helped 

Bergen County celebrate local organizations making a difference through 

disability employment. Carson’s Cookie Dough, SC Vistula and the STRIVE 

Program all received a Salute to Champions award in honor of National Disability 

Employment Awareness Month. Deputy Commissioner McGuire commended 

the organizations for supporting “the chance to work hard at work worth doing,” 

a quote from President Theodore Roosevelt. 

October marks the 80th observation of National Disability Employment 

Awareness Month. Last year, national employment increased to 42.2% for 

individuals with disabilities in the labor market. New Jersey Human Services 

continues to work with the business community to increase opportunities for 

vocational training, competitive employment, and meaningful work for people 

with disabilities across the state. 
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The Division of Disability Services (DDS) hosted New Jersey’s first Traumatic 

Brain Injury State Action Plan Conference. In attendance were DDS Interim 

Executive Director Jacqueline A. Moskowitz, Assistant Director Adam Neary, 

DDS Administrator Margaret Lumia, Information & Referral Services 

representatives, the Traumatic Brain Injury Fund team, and other leaders and 

staff from the division and community partners. 

 

 The day was particularly successful thanks to the many members of the New 

Jersey Advisory Council on Traumatic Brain Injury & the Survivor Board. The 

shared goal of the day was to create stronger programs and initiatives to better 

serve those living with a traumatic brain injury in our state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Division of Disability Services Community Outreach Team staffed a resource 

table at the Brain Injury Alliance of New Jersey 5k Run/Walk/Roll for Brain Injury 

Awareness in Bradley Beach. 
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To spotlight Blindness Awareness Month, the Commission for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired, led by Executive Director Dr. Bernice Davis, held its 

fourth annual Community Outreach Fair at Cheesequake State Park. Activities 

included exhibits, demonstrations, a guided nature hike, reading 
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Governor Murphy's Blindness Awareness Month proclamation, and marking 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

 

 

 

  

 

  



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Human Services Police Central Region officers participated in the 

Trunk Or Treat event at the New Jersey Department of Children and Families 

Regional School – Mercer Campus as part of its continued effort to build 

positive relationships and support local communities. 
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Congratulations to Officer Jeremy Weiner who successfully completed 

the Passaic County Police Academy. Officer Weiner 

will be assigned to Central Region Command.  

 

 

 



 

 

The NJ Human Services Office of Emergency Management team conducted 

Pathways to Preparedness Training at Ocean Towers in Jersey City and Baxter 

Apartments in Newark.  The training is free and provides disaster and 

emergency preparedness information and resources to those who attend.  All 

attendees receive a preparedness booket, go bag, solar charger and a thumb 

drive containing all information and documents in an accessible format.  To 

schedule a training session for your organization please 

call 609-631-4363 or email eocesf6@njsp.gov.  
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October 9th was Ageism Awareness 

Day. Let us work together to reframe 

aging in our communities and make 

them more age-friendly. 

 Learn how you can help make New 

Jersey more age-friendly HERE. 

 And check out the American Society 

on Aging’s Ageism Fact Sheet for 

information on the impact of ageism 

HERE. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 1st was International Day 

of Older Persons and a great time 

to highlight NJSave! 

See if you're eligible to save money 

on Medicare premiums, prescription 

costs and other living expenses. 

Apply today HERE! 
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National Braille Week, observed October 14th-19th, was 

a great time to highlight the importance and relevance of braille in literacy 

for people who are blind or visually impaired. The George F. Meyer Center, 

run by the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired, provides 

accessible reading materials to more than 2,000 students throughout NJ. 

Check out our video with audio description showing the important work the 

center does for people who are blind or visually impaired. 
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October 6th was Child Health Day. 

Children are eligible for NJ 

FamilyCare regardless of 

immigration status. 

Please visit HERE to learn more and 

apply for affordable health coverage 

and quality care. Or call 1-800-701-

0710 (TTY: 711) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

October 9th was World Sight Day. 

Blindness and vision impairment are 

major international public health 

issues. The Commission for the Blind 

and Visually Impaired has programs to 

help consumers achieve full 

integration in society through 

success in employment, independent 

living and more. For more info, visit 

our website HERE. 
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October 10th was 

World Mental Health Day. 

988 is a direct 24/7 connection to 

accessible and compassionate 

support and resources to anyone 

experiencing psychiatric or emotional 

distress or those worried about a 

loved one. 

📱 Call/Text 988 

💻 Chat 988lifeline.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

October 15th was 

Blind Americans Equality Day, a 

day to highlight the contributions of 

individuals who are blind, deafblind & 

visually impaired and provide 

resources to empower them. 

Visit the Commission for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired’s website HERE to 

learn more about our programs and 

services. 
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October was National Medicine 

Abuse Awareness Month. 

Discard your unused medicine 

safely! National Drug Take Back Day 

was October 25th. In New 

Jersey, Project Medicine Drop has 

drop-off locations set up in every 

county. 

🔎Click HERE to find one in your 

area. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

October was Down Syndrome 

Awareness Month. Join us in 

celebrating the abilities of people 

with Down syndrome and promoting 

the fact that they are so much more 

than just their diagnosis. 

 

 

 

 

NJ SNAP  |  NJ FAMILYCARE  |  NJHELPS  
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FOLLOW US!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
This E-mail, including any attachments, may be intended solely for the personal and confidential 

use of the sender and recipient(s) named above. This message may include advisory, consultative 

and/or deliberative material and, as such, would be privileged and confidential and not a public 

document. Any Information in this e-mail identifying a client of the Department of Human 

Services is confidential. If you have received this e-mail in error, you must not review, transmit, 

convert to hard copy, copy, use or disseminate this e-mail or any attachments to it and you must 

delete this message. You are requested to notify the sender by return e-mail. 
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